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SAINT THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

To worship, to nurture, to serve, together in Christ. 

Address 
98 Sky Manor Road 

PO Box 348 
Pittstown, NJ 
08867-0348 

Phone: (908) 
996-4091 

Fax: (908) 996-4515 
Web: http://

stthomasepc.org/ 

 Rector 
The Rev. Canon Carol 

Horton 
rector@stthomasepc.org 

(908) 735-9559 

Parish Administrative 
Assistant 

Mary Jo Kurtiak 
Mon & Weds : 10:00am - 

2:00pm 
Thursday: 10:00am - 

1:00pm 
secretary@stthomasepc.

org 
908 996-4091 

Service Schedule 
9:00am Eucharist 

Newsletter 
Trinity Mikuta 

trinitymikuta@gmail.com 
908 442-3208 

From the Rector…  

As I write it is not yet summer — at least officially. But all the indications of summer are in place: 
long hours of light, countless shades of green in grasses, leaves, and weeds; flight school for 
the early batches of fledgling birds, and lots of birdsong and raucous calls throughout the 
garden; families of rabbits, squirrels and other creatures, all making their way through 
whatever pleases them; butterflies, dragonflies, wasps and mosquitoes; summer vacation 
from schools and possibly shifts in schedule for other workplaces; more abundance in farm 
markets and fresh local produce; and summer schedule at church.   

One of my favorite gospel stories, particularly appropriate at this time of year, is about seeds: 
we plant them (or they get planted by wind, birds or other means) and, if the conditions are 
right, they grow. Eventually, with some of them at least, there will be seed heads or vegetables 
or flowers, each according to its kind, which will help us and all of creation sustain life and 
nourish bodies and souls.  There is a wealth of technical information regarding soil content, 
viability of seeds, conditions of climate and so much more, but the basic process remains 
fairly simple — and truly awesome. No wonder Jesus used it in some of his most memorable 
parables. 

Think about an apple: It is possible to count the number of seeds in a particular apple, but 
next to impossible to count the number of apples in one seed. That is what God’s abundance 
is all about — the potential of much from little.  God is extravagant with seeds, whether they be 
marigolds or wheat, ideas or dreams, talents or opportunities. They come to life, grow and 
flourish as they are nurtured and nourished. There is no telling what potential good can come 
from a single idea, or a small gesture of kindness or generosity, a story shared or a song 
sung. Imagine, God’s abundance filling the universe — and our participation in that abundance 

because we take the time to nurture and nourish and share what we have and what we know.

May this be a time of refreshment and nourishment for each of us and for all of God’s creation. 

Peace and blessing, 

Carol+ 
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Treasurer  

Nicola Wallis

(609) - 851 - 0870

Vestry Members 

Kathleen Cichonski 

(908) - 399 - 5188

Gene Budsock 

(908) - 612 - 4105

Daniela Johnson 

(908) - 528 - 0745

Kevin Kapples

(908) - 328 - 5683

Bruce Kemmerer 

(973) - 224 - 4268

Adam Rinehart

(832) - 330 - 6808

Greg Shutske

(908) - 797 - 5591

Lori Wolfe 

(732) - 710 - 2053

Stewardship… 

Wow, the year is going so fast this is a and with summer upon us it is a good time to reflect on how 
blessed we are at St Thomas. We began with out outdoor service and parish picnic which to me 
was a great example of stewardship in action.  God supplied a beautiful day and everyone else 
supplied the rest. It was adding to that day was the time taken out to thank many of those who help 
to do the week by week things that help us pull together as a community and a parish, such as the 
great crew of people who work with our youth.  

Being outside for our morning service gives me a different prospective as I see our church building 
in the background and our beautiful grounds and I realize that it was and is the stewardship of 
those now and before us that make St Thomas Church this beautiful oasis for community, worship 
and reflection. 

 Well we are now on to summer, 9:00 am services, time to recharge and then get ready for the rest 
of the year. We will still need time and talents to keep us together over the summer, ushers, 
counters, cleansing, etc. If you are traveling relax, recharge and be safe.  We will pray for each other 
and we will see everyone in the fall.   

— Gene Budsock 
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Church News

Services 

Summer Schedule will be in place until 
after Labor Day: One service on Sunday 

mornings at 9:00 am.   

Newsletter 

St Thomas’ newsletter is taking a break!  Look for the 
September newsletter at the end of August, just in 

time for gearing up for fall and getting back into the 
swing of things. 

 Deadline for information will be August 17th! Website 

Have you checked out the new St Thomas 

website? Many thanks to Lynn Logg and Nina 

Saporta (daughter of Elisabeth and Roman 

Chiminec), it’s now up and running. See for yourself 

here: www.stthomasep.org   

Condolences 
To the Testa family on the death of Kim’s father, 

Clifford Ward; and  
To the Trubert family on the death of Elie’s father, 

James Porter. 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 Congratulations 
To Garrett DiRienz and Owen Buczek, recent high 

school graduates; 
Garrett will attend Vanderbilt University and Owen 

will attend Rowan University.  
To all who have graduated from middle school these 

past few weeks, and to their teachers and families. 

Farewell 
To the DiRienz family — Mark, Amanda, Owen, Olivia 
and Garrett, who are moving to Virginia this summer; 

and 
To the Rinehart family — Adam, Sarah, Julia and 

Laura, who are moving back to Houston this summer. 
God be with you ’til we meet again! 

From the DiRienz Family… 

Dear Carol and St. Thomas family, 
Thank you so much for the framed photograph of our beloved St. Thomas’ Church!  It will remind us of the fellowship and 
sanctuary that St. Thomas’ provided our family over the 25 years that we have been part of its community.  We will miss 
everyone and truly appreciate what you all have contributed to our spiritual growth, especially that of our children: Owen, 
Olivia and Garrett.  
Please remember us in your prayers as we start this new chapter, and if you are ever near Kilmarnock, Virginia, please visit!  My 
cell phone number will remain the same: 908-612-9927. 
Thank you again! 

Sincerely, 
Amanda DiRienz 

http://www.stthomasep.org/
http://www.stthomasep.org/
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Church School News

We are so very blessed to have such wonderful youth at St. Thomas!  Thank you all for making it another wonderful school 

year! Enjoy your summer! 

For our Service Sunday, our youth group and younger church school kids made 10 snuffle mats with the help of Daniela 

Johnson, Heidi Budsock, Lori Wolfe, and Alisa Swider. We will be donating these mats to our local humane society. This 

homemade toy will be enjoyed by the dogs there! 

We look forward to hearing about the mission trip this summer that Amelia Wolfe is attending along with her Dad, Tom. Also, 

to hear the news about Crossroads Camp from the Testa family! 

Church School Resumes 
Our first day returning to church school will be Sunday, September 15th. Mark your calendars. We are always looking for adults 

to join our church school ministry. If you are interested, please contact Michelle Wagner at wagners88@comcast.net 

We have a wonderful foundation of teachers with Heidi Budsock, Antonia Mattei, Alisa Swider, Michelle Wagner and Doug 

Logg. Thank you for all of your time that you invest in our children at St. Thomas. We also thank Leigh Anne Walker and Cheryl 

Ann Spies for always helping our ministry out! Your dedication to our youth at St. Thomas is very appreciated!   

“Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?" (BCP, 1979, p. 304)  

We can always use more leaders for our youth! Please contact Michelle Wagner at wagners88@comcast.net if you are 

interested in joining this ministry. 

Thank You

mailto:wagners88@comcast.net
mailto:wagners88@comcast.net
mailto:wagners88@comcast.net
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From Roger Prince… 

The Book of Common Prayer 

Our well-thumbed red prayer books are central to our worship at St. Thomas, and they represent a revered tradition. The first 
Christians probably continued the ritual patterns of Judaism (much to the annoyance of St. Paul). As the church expanded 
from these roots it amassed written prayers and directions for services, and the oldest we have date from the 2nd and 3rd 
centuries. By the 11th century the various services had become accumulated into breviaries and other handbooks, some 
gloriously illustrated. Unfortunately this coincided with a period when only a few people were able to read, and services 
came to be celebrated FOR the people rather than BY them. The Protestants of the early 16th century rebelled against this, 
and prayer books designed for everyone’s use appeared all over Europe, thanks to the recent invention of the printing press. 
Ours can be traced to the 1549 Act of Uniformity in England, which required exclusive use of the Book of Common Prayer by 
Whitsunday (the common name for Pentecost in England), 1549, two years after the death of Henry VIII. The Prayer Book was 
said to “be grounded upon Holy Scripture, agreeable to the order of the early Church, unifying of the realm, and edifying to 
the people”. Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury at the time, is credited with much of its compilation; he was burned 
at the stake for his efforts in the reign of Queen Mary in 1556. 

Revised under King James I in 1604, the Prayer Book was outlawed by a dourly Protestant Parliament in 1645, but restored 
with the monarchy of King Charles II and revised in 1662. This version was in use in the Colonies until the Revolution, and 
formed the basis of the first Episcopal Prayer Book published in 1789. Because of Bishop Seabury’s promises to the three 
Scottish bishops who ordained him, the revision was also influenced by the 1764 Scottish Liturgy, and included wording that 

emphasized the sacrificial aspects of Holy Communion. Nevertheless, the preface noted "this Church is far from intending to 

depart from the Church of England in any essential point of doctrine, discipline, or worship...further than local circumstances 
require." 

Revisions to our Prayer Book were made in 1892 and 1928, and more substantially in the version we now use in 1979, with 
the introduction of Alternative Rites for Morning Prayer, Evensong and Holy Eucharist. These in turn have alternative sections, 
and we now acknowledge “At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.” in Eucharistic Prayer C. 

The word Common indicates the clear intention that it was for the use of everyone, commoner and noble, cleric and 
congregation, and for all occasions. And so it has continued to this day, through many revisions, and some controversy. Its 
roots predate the arrival of the Mayflower (1620) and even the birth of Shakespeare (1564-1616), and still contains some 
majestic language from those early days. Yet it manages to speak to us in the 21st century. Thomas Cranmer must be 
pleased… 

Thanks be to God 

Roger Prince
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Eucharistic 
Minister(s)

Acolyte(s) Reader(s) Counters Altar Guild

July 7th Jan Davis
_________________

Kate Allworthy _________________
_________________

Linda Grieme 
Pat Neil

July 14th Tracey Bergstrand
_________________

Jennifer Fisher _________________
_________________

Maria Markovich

July 21st
_________________

Trinity Mikuta Roger Prince _________________
_________________

Heidi Budsock 
Denise Buczek

July 28th Lynn Logg
_________________

Michelle Wagner _________________
_________________

Kathleen Cichonski 
Joyce Pradgat

August 4th
_________________

Marjorie Mikuta Diane Kemmerer _________________
_________________

Linda Grieme 
Pat Neil

August 11th Lynn Logg
_________________

Kate Allworthy _________________
_________________

Maria Markovich

August 18th
_________________

Trinity Mikuta
_________________

_________________
_________________

Heidi Budsock 
Denise Buczek

August 25th Donna Kapples Marjorie Mikuta
_________________

_________________
_________________

Kathleen Cichonski 
Joyce Pradgat

Schedules for July & August

JULY 
4 Independence Day — Office closed 
7 The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
14 The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
17 Submissions for the September Newsletter 
18 Vestry meeting — 7:00pm 
21 The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
22 St Mary Magdalen 
25 St James the Apostle 
28 The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
29 Mary and Martha of Bethany 
AUGUST 
4 The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
6 The Transfiguration 
11 The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
15 St Mary the Virgin 
18 The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
24 St Bartholomew The Apostle 
25 The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
27 Thomas Galaudet and Henry Winter Syle 
31 Aiden, Bishop of Lindesfarne 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

July 

1 Sophia Walker 

 Joan Milne 

 Mark Kelly 

4 Olivia DiRienz 

 Mary Nemec 

7 Owen Ader 

11 Pamela Bergstom 

12 Donald Jordan 

14 Elizabeth Santos 

15 Martin Burns 

16 Stephanie Spies 

 Ingrid Pierson-Massey 

17 Tom Wolfe 

 Aaron Fisher 

 Diane Salley 

 Robin Atkins 

18 Victor Fuhro 

19 Dermod Wood 

22 Carla Faust  

23 Diane Kemmerer 

24 Phil Fleming 

 Alex Wolfson 

26 David Moskal 

 William Nemec 

 Beth Starr 

27 Drew Conover 

29 Zachary Furman 

August 

2 Gail Kenny 

 Lynn Petroff 

4 Robert Spies 

 Eric Johnson 

7 Lindsey Ann Kruzel 

 Katie Blomkvist 

8 Roman Chiminec

 THANK YOU… 

 To Michelle Wagner and all the Church School teachers and helpers for another inspiring and energetic year; 

 To all who worked to make the parish picnic such a success; 

 To Richard McIntyre and the St Thomas Choir for a year of beautiful, spirit-filled music; 

 To Antonia Mattei, Michelle Wagner, Heidi Budsock, and to all who worked with our youth this year; 

 To Doug Logg and all who worked and prayed with our confirmands; 

 To Greg Shutske and all who take on the maintenance tasks, large and small; 

 To Mike Ubry who keeps our grounds so beautifully mowed and trimmed all spring, summer and fall; 

 To Roger Prince and others who continue to work in the gardens, providing a beautiful and peaceful place; 

 To all the volunteers who clean the church each week; 

 To St Thomas Vestry; 

 To all our coffeehour volunteers; and 

 To all who quietly do so much for our life together. 

10 Edward Bielcik 

11 Diane Gunson 

 Scot Rule 

16 Nicole Wallis 

17 Alexis Moskal 

19 Trevor Oldenburg 

20 Patrick Searles 

 Laura Rinehart 

23 Elizabeth Chiminec 

26 Eileen Lewis 

29 Edward Doerr 

 Eric Eichorn 

30 Amy McKenna 

 Whitney Wetherill 

31 Christopher Fisher

July 

7 Eric & Daniela Johnson 

8 Kate Fisher & Paul   
 Lascelle 

13 Doug & Leigh Anne Walker 

20 Trevor & JoAnne Oldenburg 

24 Gail Kinsey & Dermod Wood 

August 

11 Martin & Jean Burns 

18 Alisa & Lenny Swider 

20 Pete & Kathleen Cichonski
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Have a happy, safe, and healthy summer! 

Join us for summer masses at 9:00 AM every Sunday! 


