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Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
From the Rector…  

Address 
98 Sky Manor Road

PO Box 348
Pittstown, NJ 08867-0348

Phone: (908) 996-4091
Fax: (908) 996-4515

Web: http://
stthomasepc.org/

 Rector 
The Rev. Canon Carol Horton

rector@stthomasepc.org
(908) 735-9559

Parish Administrative 
Assistant 

Mary Jo Kurtiak 
Mon & Weds : 10:00am - 

2:00pm 
Thursday: 10:00am - 1:00pm

secretary@stthomasepc.org
908-996-4091

Service Schedule
8:00am Eucharist

10:00am Eucharist with 
music

9:45am Childcare and Church 
School

Office Hours 
Please call the office to 

arrange for a
home visit or to make an 

appointment.

Newsletter 
Trinity Mikuta
908-442-3208

trinitymikuta@gmail.com

 “...Whom shall we send? And who will go for us?” Here am I, Lord; send me.”

    Isaiah 6:8 paraphrase 

I was blessed recently to be able to watch the livestream of Commencement for my 

undergraduate alma mater, Westminster Choir College, which is held each year in the Princeton 

University Chapel. Impressive place, marvelous organ, and wonderful music.  The entire 

Westminster community takes part in the event, from freshmen through grad students, faculty 

and staff.  There is a lot of music, some new or specially commissioned, some traditional, and 

part of the ritual of the place.  One of the traditional pieces, written by Warren Martin, an 

alumnus and long time faculty member, is titled “Anthem of Dedication”. It takes its prompting 

form Isaiah 6:8 “Whom shall I send?. And who will go for us?” and the response, “Here am I, 

Lord; send me”.  Throughout the anthem the undergraduates sing the “Whom shall we send…” 

and the graduates reply, “Here am I, Lord, send me”. Martin weaves in familiar hymns: “God is 

working his purpose out…”, “Take my life, and let it be …”, and “O, Jesus I have promised to 

serve thee to the end…”.  Each time, the refrain, “Whom shall we send…”. Each time the reply, 

“Here am I, Lord. Send me…”.  Even though my singing of that reply in that place as a 

graduating senior was 48 years ago this year, the words and the sense of being sent are still as 

powerful.

The thing is, we are, all of us, both those who send others out, and those who are sent out to do 

God’s work, and to be God’s people in the world. This is particularly evident in June, as we 

recognize those graduating from school and heading to new life, whether that new life will be 

high school, college or some other educational endeavor, or out into the world of work. This 

year, we also have the bittersweet task of sending two of our families to different places, 

different work, schools and opportunities, all far away from this place. We will miss them, but 

we send them out with our prayers, knowing that what they have received here is the best of 
God’s love that we can offer, trusting that the many memories and experiences of being part of 

this community of faith will serve them well, and be shared with all whose lives they touch. We 
send them out with God’s blessing, and our love. 
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We, too, are the ones being sent out into the world, into our own lives, each week, nourished and fortified with the fellowship and love we 

receive in this place.  Whether it’s work or school, volunteering or shopping or vacationing, we are God’s people in this world. 

The Anthem of Dedication ends with words from a hymn we sing with some frequency in church:

“O Jesus, thou hast promised to a! who fo!ow thee, that where thou art in glory, there sha! thy servant be; and, Jesus I have promised to serve 

thee to the end; O give me grace to fo!ow, my Master and my "iend.” #655 Hymnal 1982

Wherever we go, whatever we do, may we always remember that we are loved and cherished as Christ’s own forever, and may we boldly 

share that love with all whose lives we touch.

Peace and blessing,

Thanks and love,

Carol+
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Treasurer  

Nicola Wallis

(609) - 851 - 0870

Vestry Members 

Kathleen Cichonski 

(908) - 399 - 5188

Gene Budsock 

(908) - 612 - 4105

Daniela Johnson 

(908) - 528 - 0745

Kevin Kapples

(908) - 328 - 5683

Bruce Kemmerer 

(973) - 224 - 4268

Adam Rinehart

(832) - 330 - 6808

Greg Shutske

(908) - 797 - 5591

Lori Wolfe 

(732) - 710 - 2053

From the Vestry…  

On a recent Sunday Rev. Carol reminded us that in the gospel reading from John 13:13-35 Jesus does 
not say, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another as long as you agree with 
each other”.  I’ve been thinking about how we can talk to each other in caring ways, especially in 
these times of polarization and discord. I was doing some internet research and came across this 
reflection on another selection from John, 4:5-29, the story of Jesus at the well (taken from Elizabeth 
Evans Hagan on ethicsdaily.com):

“Jesus and his disciples were on the road and they’re running low on supplies. The disciples take a detour into 
town to buy food, but Jesus hangs back to rest. He looks for some shade and finds it close to a we! when a woman 
approaches fetching water; a conversation between an unlikely pair begins! Jesus is a Jew "om Galilee, and she is 
a woman "om Samaria. Men and women who weren’t related at this time did not converse in public places — 
nor did Jews and Samaritans. Yet Jesus engages her and carefu!y moves the conversation to the soul.”

 Evans Hagan goes on to say, “Many… equate the Samaritan woman with a prostitute, even though the 
language of the text does not contain this word. Yet in our judgment, we overlook so much of the cultural context 
of this story…There are any number of ways, in fact, that one might imagine this woman’s story as tragic rather 
than scandalous, yet most… assume the latter.   Jesus shows the way of love and offers dignity. We don’t 
hear him talking down to her, looking down on her. A bridge of relationship forms because a conversation is not 
just an exchange of words between two people but… an authentic connection”.

Is there a way to achieve authentic connection to those with whom we strongly disagree? During my 
internet research I googled “How to talk to someone you disagree with” and found plenty of 
information. The number one suggestion is almost always “listen with respect” and not far down the 
list were words to the effect “remember everyone is on their own journey” followed closely by “don’t 
judge”. Sounds like John 4, doesn’t it?  I imagine we have all experienced conversations under these 
circumstances (Maybe you’ve even had one of these “difficult” conversations at coffee hour). In my 
experience, listening in this way is very challenging — it requires, at a minimum, reigning in my 

emotions; having a genuine curiosity about the other person’s point of view; and focusing on 
receiving information, not on formulating my response. As difficult as it is, I think this is what we 
are called to do.

To return to Evans Hagan, “Isn’t this what our world needs more of "om us as people of faith? Conversation 
partners who are wi!ing to put barriers aside and just listen. Conversation partners who show up to listen and 
not judge. Conversation partners who love before they’re quick to condemn”.

We have examples in John 4 and 13.  The rest is up to us.

Greg Shutske
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Church News

On May 19th, we celebrated Garrett DiRienz’s last 
service as an Acolyte. He will graduate from high school 

later this month. 

Thank you, Garrett for your 9 years service and Saint 
Thomas wishes you the best in the next chapter of your 

educational career!

It’s a Celebration, and you are invited!
Sunday, June 9 — The Day of Pentecost — 10:00 am

Outdoor Service and Parish Picnic
We will honor our teachers, acolytes, graduates and 

choir,
and bid farewell to the Rinehart and DiRienz families as 

they move to Texas and Virginia, respectively.
All are welcome! Invite your friends and neighbors! We 

really mean it!

There is a signup sheet on the fridge in the Parish Hall 
so we have some idea of who is bringing what. 
 Hamburgers and hotdogs will be provided.

Summer Worship Schedule begins on June 16: One 

service at 9:00 am, Holy Eucharist with hymns. This 
Schedule will run through September 1.

Amazon Help Project, Peru 

OUR DONATIONS WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE

In 2005, a group of dentists and medical professionals from NJ set off to the rainforest of Peru to offer care to the 
indigenous people living there.  Their Mission statement reads:  “We will partner with native Amazon communities to create 
sustainable and resilient health systems that are both culturally and environmentally respectful”.
As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, the AHP has annual expeditions providing not only health and dental care, but other initiatives 
such as women’s counseling, water purification education and local medical training. Always of utmost priority is setting up programs that 
people in the local villages can perpetuate themselves.  
For this year’s mission, AHP is focusing on eye health and care. Eye doctors will be leading the team, providing care and treatment to 
people in need. Before they set out for Peru in August, volunteers will be collecting eyeglasses, which will be sorted and distributed in the 
pop-up village medical clinics. Having corrected eyesight is not only a quality of life improvement, but can be one of survival as well.  
Imagine a hunter being out in the jungle getting food for the family, not being able to see lurking dangers… or a shaman out in the 
rainforest collecting medicinal plant life being unable to differentiate leaves or berries.  
Over the years, 550 pairs of glasses have been collected and distributed.  Our St Thomas family has an opportunity to get involved by 
donating our old glasses to this worthy project. Please look for the collection box in the Parish Hall.
This year’s mission is also asking for hats ( baseball or any with a brim to aid in keeping healthy eyes), and water bottles. They can be new 
or gently used. 
The Amazon Health Project was founded by Jeannette Grauer, DDS, who is my daughter Nina’s fabulous mother-in-law. She is a true 

inspiration and is grateful for our support. For more information, please visit the website Amazonhealthproject.org 

Elisabeth Chiminec
Collection will end on July 15th 2019 !
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Church School News

Church News

June Service Sunday 
The church school and youth group will be using their last class time on Sunday, June 2nd for Service Sunday.  They 

will be making snuffle mats with the help of Daniela Johnson.  If you have any old t-shirts (jersey material not 
undershirts) or leftover fleece, please bring them into church and put them in the nursery area.  We can use these 
to create our snuffle mats and donate them to our area animal shelters.  What is a snuffle mat you ask? The snuffle 
mat is a homemade toy that provides the dog with an opportunity to sniff and search for hidden treats. The snuffle 
mat consists of fleece/jersey strips tied on to a rubber mat with holes in it. The loose ends of the fabric are on top 

and provide the hiding spots for the treats. Dogs should always be supervised when using the snuffle mat. 

Supper Club Event! 

The Hunterdon Harmonizers at Deer Path Park, 
Thursday, Aug 1st, meet at 5:30 pm or later, show is 7-9 

pm, free

Please contact Donna Kapples at 908 - 328 - 5684 or 
dkapples@gmail.com if you are interested in attending. 
  

mailto:dkapples@gmail.com
mailto:dkapples@gmail.com
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From Roger Prince… 

John Eliot’s Bible

John Eliot’s Bible was the first Bible printed in the Americas. Perhaps a thousand copies were printed, but very few survive, and alas even 
those cannot be read! 

The story begins in November 1631, when John Eliot (1604-1690) arrived in Boston as the Puritan chaplain on the ship Lion. He became 
minister and "teaching elder" at the First Church in Roxbury, and was involved in the trials of Anne Hutchinson that led to her exile and 
the founding of Rhode Island in 1637. The first printing press was to arrive in 1638 with a defrocked Anglican cleric, the Rev. Joseph 
Glover, but he died en route, and his widow Elizabeth supervised its assembly and use by Stephen Daye and his son Matthew. In 1640 they 
printed, after John Eliot helped edit, the Bay Psalter, the first book printed in North America.

But the story thickens when John realized his real calling was to evangelize the Massachusett natives. They had no written language, and 
were finding it hard to comprehend Christianity, so Eliot took it upon himself to develop a written language for them, and to translate the 
Bible into this new format. The New Testament was finished in 1661 and with the Old Testament it was printed in 1663 as Mamusse 
Wunneetupanatamwe Up-Biblum God. Alas, it is written in Wopanaak, (aka Wampanoag) which became functionally extinct in the late 18th 
Century. 

The first complete Bible in English would not be produced in the Americas until 1782, after the American Revolution had cut off the 
supply from England. Printed in Philadelphia by Robert Aitken (1734-1802), it was reviewed, approved and authorized by the Congress of 
the Confederation. Dr. John Rodgers of the First Presbyterian Church of New York suggested that every discharged soldier be given a 
copy of Aitken's Bible and while that never happened, George Washington said “It would have pleased me well if Congress had been 
pleased to make such an important present to the brave fellows who have done so much for the security of their country's rights and 
establishment”.

Thanks be to God

Roger Prince
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Eucharistic 
Minister

Acolyte Reader Counters Altar Guild

June 2nd
Lynn Logg

Trinity Mikuta Doug Logg Lori Wolfe

Gene Budsock

Linda Grieme

Pat Neil

June 9th 
(Mass on the 

Grass)

Lynn Logg

Tracy Bergstrand
Trinity Mikuta Eric Johnson

____________________

____________________
Maria Markovich

June 16th
Donna Kapples Mackenzie Kapples Kevin Kapples

____________________

____________________

Heidi Budsock

Denise Buczek

June 23rd
Nicky Wallis Marjorie Mikuta Maria Markovich

____________________

____________________

Kathleen Cichonski

Joyce Pradgat

June 30th
Larry Mikuta Marjorie Mikuta Diane Kemmerer

____________________

____________________

Kathleen Cichonski

Youth Group

Schedules for June

2 The Seventh Sunday of Easter, Sunday after the Ascension
Creative Fellowship meets after 10:00 service
Sunday School Service Project day

3 The Martyrs of Uganda
5 Choir Gathering — 6:00pm
9 The Day of Pentecost 
 Mass on the Grass and Parish Picnic 
 One service at 10:00am 
11 St Barnabas the Apostle
13 The First Book of Common Prayer  — 1549
14 Basil the Great

Newsletter submissions MUST be in
15 Evelyn Underhill
16 The First Sunday after Pentecost — Trinity Sunday

Summer schedule: One Service at 9:00am (through Labor Day)
20 Watchung Clergy at St Thomas for lunch/meeting — 12:00

Vestry — 7:00 pm
23 The Second Sunday after Pentecost

— one service at 9:00am (Through Labor Day)
24 The Nativity of St John Baptist
29 St Peter & St Paul, Apostles

Womens Retreat. St John Baptist, Mendham
30 The Third Sunday after Pentecost
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THANK YOU
To those who keep the gardens and yard looking so beautiful;
To all our Coffeehour hosts;
To our Sunday School teachers and helpers for their work with our children;
To all who donate time, talent, and treasure to the ongoing ministry of St Thomas Church;
To our church cleaners who give of their time and energy to provide hospitality;
To all who contribute to this newsletter, and to Trinity Mikuta for her work as editor;
To all who contributed to the Confirmation Class service project for Open Cupboard food pantry; and 
To all who quietly do so much.

CONGRATULATIONS
To our High School and Middle School Graduates, and to their families, teachers and mentors
To our confirmands, Amelia Wolfe, Marjorie Mikuta, and Ethan Walker; to their teacher, Doug Logg, and to their sponsors and 
families.

Birthday’s & Anniversaries

1 Travis Oldenburg

Elizabeth Nemec

9 Tracy Bergstrand

10 Kacie McKenna

Bradley Doerr

Ruth Mikuta

14 Roger Prince

Lucy Fleming

15 Nora Trubert

18 Trinity Mikuta

Julia Nemec

Ethan Walker

22 Doug Logg

Monika Kelly

23 Olivia Eichorn

24 Alexander Ader

Finley Pierson-Massey

25 Stephen Swider

26 Jason Burns

Donna Kapples

Alan Grieme

28 John Dougherty

Ann Holt

29 Kate Harney

6 Edward & Catherine Kane

Amanda & Victor Fuhro

8 Kevin & Donna Kapples

9 John & Elizabeth Dougherty

18 Patricia & Edward Bielcik

20 Diane & Louis Mikolajczyk

Sarah & Adam Rinehart

23 Bruce & Diane Kemmerer

24 Will & Dorothy Stevenson

26 Brian & Trish Walsh

28 Kathleen & Dan Conceicao

29 Jack & Ann Holt



June 2019

�9

Come One, Come All! 

Please Join Us for Our ‘MASS ON THE GRASS’.  

Sunday June 9th at 10:00am.  

Parish Picnic to Follow.   

Consider Yourself Invited and Bring A Friend! 

98 Sky Manor Road, Pittstown, NJ 08867


